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Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), Students, Faculty, and Staff: 

 
Today I write to you both as a father and a principal.  In recent years, our schools and country have faced 

too much violence and too many innocent lives have been taken from us.   

 

On the one-month anniversary of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooting, we stand with 

our brothers and sisters in all schools to say “enough.”  We mourn the victims and send our support to the 

Parkland community and all the others who have suffered similar tragedies.   

 

At 10:00 A.M., many Ridgewood High School students joined tens of thousands of teachers and students 

in solidarity.  Students Demand Action, a newly formed club at RHS, led an assembly on the front lawn 

of the high school with speeches and a moment of silence.  The students paid tribute to the victims of 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School and expressed their desire for safer schools.  After 17 minutes, 

they returned to the building to resume class.   

 

Simultaneously, another newly formed student-led group assembled in the Campus Center to advocate for 

safer schools and Second Amendment rights. They also engaged in speeches and a moment of silence to 

pay tribute to the victims. 

 

Students who did not wish to participate in either assembly, remained in class with the teacher or, if on a 

free period, in the building with designated faculty members. 

 

The students of Ridgewood High School are passionate about their various causes.  Today was no 

different.  Having two differing student-led groups peacefully assemble at the school advocating for their 

causes was civil disobedience and democracy in action.  What makes America and RHS so great is that 

we can have civil debates on sensitive subjects. 

 

Students, know that your cause does not end today.  Your strength and purpose happens in what you do 

in the 18th minute and beyond.  Your teachers have taught you how to debate issues, research subjects, 

and advocate for your causes.  You have the skills and the power to make a difference.  Many of you are 

eligible to vote and the rest will be of age within one to three years.  I encourage you to listen to your heart 

and decide what you wish to do. 

 

Today’s solemn anniversary gives us a chance to pause and reflect upon what is truly important in life.  

So I offer these thoughts: 

 

I pray for all the victims of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, Sandy Hook Elementary 

School, Columbine High School, Virginia Tech, First Baptist Church, Pulse Night Club, and The 

Harvest Music Festival to name few of the most recent massacres.  May the families and 

communities heal and find peace in their lives. 



 

I implore the lawmakers of this land to hear our plea and find the courage to create sensible gun 

laws to help prevent the 35,000 gun deaths and 100,000 gun wounds annually. 

 

I hope that all the victims of violence find peace.  Too many innocent lives that have so much 

potential and so much to offer have been lost.  There is no place in our society for sexual, racial, 

physical, or school violence.  We owe it to all people, adults and children alike, to provide them 

with safety and security. 

 

I wish for the students and adults who need mental health support and related services to receive 

the care they deserve.  More attention and services need to be allocated to these issues. 

 

And, I dream that all the teachers and students of Ridgewood High School reach their full potential, 

be safe and secure in this wonderful learning environment, and that upon graduation the students 

will take what they have learned and make a positive impact upon the world. 

 

Last, I want to assure you that over the past several years, Ridgewood High School has taken many steps 

to make the school safer and more secure.  However, the best way to prevent a tragedy is to address it 

before it occurs.  Students, if you see something, say something.  It is the responsibility of all of us - 

teachers, staff, parents, and students - to speak up. If you are concerned about inappropriate social media 

postings, notify your parents, the police, or a faculty member.  And if you know of a friend who is in need 

of some assistance, we have counselors, grade advisors, administrators, and teachers to help. 

 
Ridgewood High School is known for its tradition of excellence.  But I want us to go beyond that motto.  

I want Ridgewood High School and all its students to cultivate a culture of kindness, gratitude, and love.  

We cannot control everything but we can control how we treat each other.  Every teacher, administrator, 

and staff member loves you and is here for you whenever you need us.  By working together, we will 

continue to keep RHS a safe and nurturing place. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Thomas A. Gorman, Ed.D. 

Principal 

 

 

 


